CULTIVATING CONNECTICUT

Connecticut “Connecticut’s Market

Resource Place for Community

: Solutions”...
Conservation &

Development Area
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TRAIL

ACCESSE INFORMATION

Babhitt Hill Road
to west side

=8 The Air Line Trail Becomes A Reality

Elev Gain  S4.21t ]
Elev Loss 141 ft (429 m)

Hiking
o 1998 National and State Rec Trails Program Funding - Towns worklng with enthu5|ast|c volunteers

Harseback Riding

[ romeenzeavences | Obtained funds and began working

In 1996, DEEP proposed the rehabilitation of the railbed as a multipurpose trail and linear state park.

2002 Hebron signage and Lebanon East Hampton,
Colchester, worked together to link their sections;
2006 Thompson restoration
2007 Colchester, East Hampton restoration
2008 Windham with Willimantic White Water
Partnership; 2009 Hebron-Colchester spur;
W 2010 Chaplin Renovation of 3.5 miles of Airline Trail in
e Chaplin completing the connection between Windham
Minimum 0.3% (761)_39in_ and Hampton;
weoveimon 24T 2014 Pomfret & CT Audubon develop logo and Station
BYsurface 2015 Portland in big project;
e e e 2016-17 The Last Green Valley Utilizing the upgraded
245 (60 f) of il is__Soft High Efficiency Trail Assessment Process.

Windham e




The Air Line Trail Becomes A Reality

DEEP State Parks Projects:

o

State Trail Plan
ocument

ir Line Trail Design
uidance

Marketing plan
CT Rail Trail Explorer

o

o

o

Connecticut National Recreational Trails Program
Recreational Trails Plan

Lan Updued Segeember 2011

o] &

Connecticut Department of
ENERGY &

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION
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How Many Miles Would You Like To Explore?

34567 8 9

‘Whare Will You Access The Trail?

on

S = LY

Tag line

Let Connecticut’s
State Park Rail Trails
take you places!

Goal: Increase awareness and use of
Connecticut's State Park Rail Trails and
deliver a consistent high-quality user
experience.

Brand Statement: Connecticul’s State Park

Rail Trails are a network of multi- use trails for
non-motorized recreational activities that link

Strategies
Phase 1 Strategies
Branding

Mapping

Signage

Web Portal

Safety
+parking
+Sanitary facilities
+Benches

Phase 2 Strategies
Educational signage
Volunteer Trail Stewards.
Trail clean-ups

Deter illegal uses
Events

Exercise stations

together diverse communities, providing endless Videos
opportunities for year-round use, whether it is a Provide parkin;
‘half hour walk or an intense training run, a half-day ~ Radio at all road crossings
bike ride, or a leisurely weekend- or week-long tour  Theme songs to distribute use and
from end to end with plenty of stops along the way allow visitors to choose
to savor all that the state has to offer. Media buys from a variety
S i
Objectives sl
Inform Citizens how to find and safely use Social Media
Connecticut’s State Park Rail Trails Contests/Competitions
Protect the envirouinent in which state park rail Adopta Spat
tradls are located
Interactive kiosks
Inspire outdaor activity
: Friends Groups

Increase support for and encourage stewardship of
state park rail trails Collaboration

+ Marketing Toolbox

+Joint marketing

« Other State Agencies
4 Marketing Connecticut's State Park Ral| Trails Executive Summary

Developed by: Progrum of Landscape Architecture
Design Studio




The Air Line Trail Becomes A Reality

DOT Projects

Restoration Project DOT
provided just over 1 million of
Federal and State funding.
Surfacing, drainage, bridges,
signage, some parking
improvements.

PROJECT MANUAL
for
THE AIR LINE STATE PARK TRAIL RESURFACING PROJECT
WINDHAM, CHAPLIN, HAMPTON, POMFRET. PUTNAM, THOMPSON.

CONNECTICUT

STATE PROJECT NO. 172-421
FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. — (O0OR(806)

Seplember, 2013

Prepared for:

The Conneetieut Department of Inergy & Lnvironmental Protection

In Partnership with:
Federal Highway Aduinistration
Connecticut Department of Transportation
Northeast Connecticut Council of Governments
Windham Region Council of Governments
T'owns of Windham, Chaplin, Hampton, Pomfret, Putnam & Thompson

Qe ‘:’ﬁx @ cedd Pucos
voem, G0 )l o *
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The Air Line Trail
Becomes A

Reality

DOT Projects

In collaboration with USDA, Putnam-
Pomfret sewer line extension and trail
restoration.

h

CONIENTS
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SHEKIL 111LE
TITLE

WRIGLILS CROSSING ROALY AND TOWN FARM ROALY
PAVEMFENT MARKING AND SIGNING PLAN

ROL I'L 44 - GENLRAL NOULS. PLAN ANDY LLEVATION
ROLTE A - PROFITES AND PREFAR. BRIFKGE DETAI §
ROU 'L 44 - FOUNDATTON PLAN
ROUTT 44 DEYTTOPEN TIT VA
ROUTE 44 - CONCRIET BRIDG.
ROUTT 44 SURSTRUCTIRT TITTATS
ROUTE 44 - DECORATIVESIGNING DETAILS

NLCEDLLS CYL - GENLRAL NOTLS. ILAN AND ELEVATION
NERDLES <= PROFILES AN PREFAR BRIDGE DETAILS
HNDATION 1]

NS

N AND LLLYATION
1101 MES RUAT - PROFILES AND S
HOLMLS ROAD - TOLNDATION PLAN

TIOTMTS ROAT - DEVETL.OPTD BT EYATIONS

MOUDOCK ROAL - GLNLRAL NOTLS, PLAN AND ELEVATION
MODOCK ROAD - PROFIITS AND STCTIONS

MODOCUK ROAI - FOUNDATION PLAN

MODOCK ROAD - DEVILOIED ELEVATIONS

RIVER ROAD - GENERAL NOTES. PLAN AND BLEVATION
RIVLR ROAD - PROTILES AND SLCTIONS

RIVER ROAD - KOLNDATION PLAN

RIVLR ROAD - DEVLELOPED LLL VALIONS

UINDERGROUND CROSSINGS - WALL AUTERNATE SECTIONS

TIONS MAUREEN A. NICHOLSON
FIRST SELECTMAN

- TOWNS OF POMFRET AND

PUTNAM, CT

AIR LINE NORTH STATE
PARK TRAIL PEDESTRIAN

TRAIL CROSSINGS

STATE PROJECT NO. 111-124
FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. TBD

ROY SIMMONS

FIRST SELECTMAN

T P——

NOT TO SCALL

CONSTRUCTION SPTICIFIC ATIONS:
CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION, STANDARLD
SPECITICATIONS FOR ROADS,
BRIDGES, FACILITIES, AND
INCIDENTAL CONSTRUCTION, FORM
8§17, DATED 2016; SUPPLEMENTAL
SPECIFICATIONS DATEIIULY 2018;
AND SPLCTAL PROVISIONS

SURVTY INFORMATION DERTVID
FROM:

KWP ASSOCIATES

VERTICAL DATUM - NAVDSS
HORTZONTAT. DATUM - NADR3
DESIGNED BY:

WESTON & SAMPSON

273 DIVIDEND ROAD
ROCKY HITT, CT 06067

15495
CT. LIC. NQ.
FEBRUARY 2019

Wesfon@Sompsoﬁ




The Air Line Trail
Becomes A

Reality

If you build it....

ECG from Willimantic to Putnam is
planned for designation.
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The Air Line Trail Becomes A Reality

L] L
| O u u I I t o -
[ N BN ] &« (] ‘@c\ear.uconn‘eduf‘projects‘."ttftlalLtensusiv'\suahzatlons‘htm#tt(

1 Apps R OPM:State Bond Cor [ FHWAInformationSy: [Fj| Connecticut Departme (58 National Recreation T (f)) The Perilscf Bicyde C € Apportionments and C  f  Precast Brid

Connecticut Trail Census

Significant and surprising number of

The Connecticut Trail Census is a statewide volunteer data collection program intended to inform a better understanding of multi-use trail use in

L]
the state of Connecticut and to make this important information available to trail user groups, administrators, government agencies and the
u S e rS a r e e I n g C O u r l ‘ E general public. Itis being funded by a CT DEEP Recreational Trails Grant
[ ]

2018 Counts 2017 Counts

2018 Counts

Select a Trail

[ #ivline Trsil East Hampton ————— Average Uses by Hour of the Day
[0 airline Trail Thompson ®
[ cTfastrsk Trail New Britsin ?
[ Fermington Canal Heritage Trail Cheshire ConMecticut &0
Tu‘tal useﬁmeek LISESIDHY [ Farmington Canal Heritage Trail Hamden (o &
[0 Fermington Canal Heritage Trail New Haven 2 ° g 40
Z ' [ Hop River Trail Bolton L. S o - —
= F —_ —_ —_ [ Hop River Trail vermen ° 20
Airline Trail East Hampton 55 650 1.050 150 D Lo s St )
[0 Migdlebury Greenway Cnipr < e 2 2 e e e e e e e o o
. _ ] Meugatuck River Greenway Derby - i@ ® f 83 8¢ 3§ 33
Middlebury Greenway 48,033 906 129 IR v ey FESIiaEc s A
Week

CTfastrak Trail Mew Britain 44 285 35 119 Weekly Uses

Average Uses by Day of Week
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Total Uses/Week  Uses/Day

Adrline Trail East Hampton 55,650 1050 150




The Air Line Trail — The Future Looks Bright!

Nationally: KATY Trail State Park in Missouri;  Erie Canal Trail

In Connecticut: Multi-Town brochure and signage
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nen-motorizedusers

Park and Mult

Guide & Map for the Towns
Colchester,

East Hampton

1) BELL TOWN VILLAGE
CENTER & LAKE POCOTOPAUG

2) CRANBERRY BOG
This pond offers benches for

“Bel Town™

4) COMSTOCK BRIDGE

idge
in 1791 and rebailt in 1860. k

ing i country.
Taking a detour off the Trad at

skating and hackey
‘winter.

Bridge fnks East
Hampton and Caichester and is

Town Vg Corec. 1 mecce or
muwvm

Bog
producing bog. During the 19207s
and 3W's, e

| -14 miles south of

andl

harvested, o grocers,

[Fans

il Aoed snd the Ai Line Trai The

idge
ic ares nearby.

PARKING & TRAIL HEAD
Crasberry Meadow on Smith Street
- Handicapped Accessible. A large
Air Line Railrosd sign highlights
the traihesd.

6) SALMON RIVER STATE
FOREST

This 6,115 scre forest offers miles
o hiking, provides several picnic
areas, and borders Day Pond State
Park. Salmon River is 8 key river
inthe D.EP's Atlantic Salmon

8) COLCHESTER STA"UN
TOWN CENTER & HISTORIC
DISTRICT

Iovely Town Green, and a wide
somgiing of historic erchitectore,

recognized in the Netions! Regster
of Historic Places.

PARKING & TRAIL HEAD

o oty

and

the Trail Buik

Accessible
iver Road - Hemdicapped

in 1873 and nemed after David
Lyman, the Air Line's first

presider,
the Lyman was cnce a 1,108 foat

fiy fisking
"RIVEI'I ROAD BRIDGE

long bridge.

idge in 1887 and carried

accommodste Horse Trailers.
Y.mnhhT!ﬂ.uhhpﬁ
the woods south of the
m-uo:*.s-m
slong e uopeved pocion of e
River to Bull

;v_n_-rumzuug-a;ul-.
o

trains 18"
‘section of River Road, which

Hifhldﬂlz:nnhl’nil
norfy

CONNECTICUT

(.

Much sppreciation iz extended 1 the Public Works Depertments of fese
four Towns who enthusiastcally improvedthe Trai, to e counfiess
voiunteers who supported and asssted this project tothe Nabonel
1Pmgram for the funding of materiak, and to the State
ent of Envronmental Protection for making
te Pork and Greenway forthe use of the publc

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CT DEP — www.ct gov/dep

East Hampton Parks & Recreation — {850) 267-5020
Colchester Parks & Recreation - (860) 537-7287
Hebron Parks & Recreation — (850] 228-5071 x128
Lebanon Town Hall - (250) 642-6100




The Air Line Trail — The Future Looks Bright!

Nationally:
) KATY Trail State Park in Missouri

] Erie Canal show booklet
In Connecticut:

Farmington Canal Heritage Trail —bike
patrol, breweries, restaurants, amenities




Master Plan Goal
Re-establish Air Line Trail’s
Economic Significance & Value

Historic Town Center Connections

The Air Line Railroad not only increased the volume and speed
of sending commodity, farm products and other freight to
market, but also encouraged personal travel. The railroad
provided transportation to the cities as well as better mail
service and transport for children who boarded the train to
attend high school in Willimantic.

During the summer months, the railroad brought a huge influx
of city people to the country for vacations. Many local farm
families boarded these summer visitors for the extra income.
The railway made possible the start of the resort business still
flourishing on Williams Pond.



GOALS OF THE MASTER PLAN

4= 'j?/%%

Inventory of Adjacent Town
Land Use, Planning,
Economic Strategies

Wayfinding to Off Trail
Towns, Tourist Amenities &
Connections to other trail
systems

What can trail users find off
the trail in adjacent towns?

e &

Regional Share Service
Options and Efficiencies for
Collaborative Maintenance
and Improvements to Trail,

Parking Areas and Amenities

Develop Regional
Collaboration Options Based
on Best Practices

Natural Resource Inventory
to Highlight and Map Critical
Areas for Maintenance
Concerns, Infrastructure
Installation as well as
Promoting Eco-Tourism and
Education

&al

Strategies for Town
Economic Development to
Educate and Create New
Small Recreational
Supportive Business

Enhanced Marketing and
Branding to Include Town
Amenities, Air Line Trail
Events and Trail Information

New Website with Links to
CTDEEP and Planning for Cell
Phone Based Apps

e

[e]

Explore and Develop
Framework for Continued
Twelve Town Air Line Trail
Collaborative

Fundraising, Calendars,
Events, Marketing, Etc.

==
==
==
==

Coordinate Regulatory and
Design Objectives for
Adjacent Land Use to

Protect Scenic Integrity of
the Corridor




Connecticut (MA/CT/RI Jurisdiction) LOCATION CRITERIA
Rural Development Eligible Areas For Housing Programs
— , AIR LINE TRAIL CONTEXT FOR RURAL PROSPERITY

* Collaboration Leverages Rural Location for USDA Municipal Eligibility for Community
Infrastructure
* Airline Trail Corridor Traverses Last Green Valley
* Village Center Connections and Opportunity
* Promotes Grassroots Business Creativity
* Hospitality
* Local Food and Farms
* Recreational Tourism Business
* Environmental Educational
* Promotes Lifestyle to Attract New Business — Work From Home Residents

R

! e e

mmeae . el e ‘*"
S ey TR | [ maoe 5 “Rural areas have unique assets which can create social and

USowRD SRC 808 economic opportunity, like affordable real estate and cost of living,
acreage for expansive industries, strong communities, and hard-
working people.” — Center on Rural Innovation



Twelve Town Committee & Task Force Structure

MASTER PLAN PROJECT COMMITTEE

1-2 Representatives From Each Town

ECONOMIC TASK GROUP: 10 Representative

Stakeholders from business, commerce, non-profits

MAINTENANCE AND INFRASTRUCTURE DESIGN

TASK GROUP: 1-2 Representatives From Each Town Public Works
and Planning Staff & CTDEEP Representatives

ENVIRONMENTAL TASK GROUP: 10 -12 Representative

stakeholders from conservation and environmental organizations
and CTDEEP Representatives



TWELVE TOWN
ALL STAR TEAM

Representatives
Who Gathered on
September 13™ to
Discuss Possibilities
and Met with
Property Owner —
CTDEEP on
September 26th

Windham Jim Bellano
Windham Li Yukshan
Windham Jim Rivers
Putnam Delpha Very
Portland Mary Dickerson

Pomfret
Maureen Nicholson

Pomfret Charlie Tracy
Pomfret Nick Gardner
Lebanon Phil Chester
Lebanon Donna Koenig
Lebanon Jay Tuttle

Hebron Rich Calarco

Hebron Brian O'Connell
Hebron Mike O'Leary
Hebron John Guszkowski

Hampton
John Guszkowski

Hampton Allan Cahill
Hampton J. Arriola

East Hampton
Jeremy DeCarli

East Haddam Rob Smith
Colchester Randall Benson
Colchester Jay Gigliotti

Chaplin Jay Gigliotti

CME Associates
Mike D'Amato

Salmon River WaterShed
Pat Young

Portland Ashley
Majorowski

Columbia Mark Walter
Columbia Paula Stahl
Thompson Chris Elkinson

Thompson Ken Beausoleil

Staff Support

CTDEEP — Laurie Giannotti

CTRC&D - Jeanne Davies



GEOGRAPHY

Project Stakeholders
Implementation:

Twelve ALSPT Towns
Conservation Commissions
Trails Committees
Public Works
Planning and Land Use Departments
Economic Development Commissions

Two Conservation Districts
Numerous Regional Land Trusts
Three Transit Districts

Four Councils of Governments

Three CT Workforce Development
Areas

Numerous State Parks, Forests, Land
Trust Lands, Town Open Space,
Municipal Parks

One CTDOT Highway District
CTDOT Bike Ped Coordination
East Coast Greenway

Salmon River Watershed

The Last Green Valley

hest S

‘.’" R, - - .y ks WOUPTINL. ¥ SRRSO & 2 \_ A
» | NI . i\ 2\ d
Major Roads - ProtectedLands
’ :] {A_lorwl;:r;e Tl I I COG Boundaries

Town Air Line State Park Trail Master Plan- Project Geography @E Attachment C

“.'
10 20 30 40
Miles s Map Produced by CTRC&D 10/2018 - LID




Focus of Business Development for
Village Center

Manufacturing Past
o Area in decline from 1970s

Resurgence of small locally owned businesses
> Bike Shop

o Coffee Shop
o Restaurant
o Bakery




EXAMPLE OF TRAILSIDE
GRASS ROOTS BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Hebron, Connecticut — Route 85
e a———— - T .

N - WA &

=
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AMRESty Park
NiBPark g Lot
e

i | -z |

=
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Bicycles - A IRLIN E Community ~

CYCLES

Your Local Bike Shop

ArrLine Cycles 1 the classic small toam Amenca bike shop. where
cutting edge technology meets old school community Whether
you are looking for the latest in Di2 electroree shifting oc clutch
derallewrs for betler chan retention. or searching high and low for &
retro shifter to complete your vintage mountan bie restoration
AlrLing Cycies has the expertise you are lockng for!




REGIONAL CONTEXT

Existing and Future
Statewide Links

East Coast Greenway Trail
Hop River Trail

Farmington Canal Trail
Colchester Link

Goodwin Trail (Future)
Central CT Planned Loop Trail

Massachusetts —Quinebaug Park & River Trail,
the Tri-State Marker Loop and more.
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Connecticut
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Explore the Map
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i brought to you by
rails-to-trails

conservancy




JOIN US ON THE AIR LINE TRAIL

MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE KICK OFF MEETING — LATE AUGUST —EARLY SEPTEMBER 2019




